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North Island: Acres of History 
Of the Island’s magnifi cent 92-acre National Historic Landmark District to 

the north, 22 acres are designated as a National Monument and managed 

by the National Park Service. Fort Jay and Castle Williams are the 

Monument’s star attractions and are linked to other nationally signifi cant 

sites, such as the Statue of Liberty, in and around New York Harbor. The rest 

of the northern portion of the Island is owned and operated by GIPEC. The 

Island can be thought of as a collection of distinct, charming districts, each 

full of personality and suited to varied, inspired uses. The Arsenal district 

on the northeastern tip, for example, boasts both intimate courtyards and 

sweeping views of the Harbor, Manhattan and Brooklyn. The majestic trees 

and small-scale walkability of Nolan Park—with its offi cers’ barracks and 

Governors and Admiral’s Houses—has a more contemplative, self-contained 

residential feel. South Battery’s cluster of communal centers and dormitories 

open up on the Brooklyn waterfront. The campuslike quad of Colonels’ Row 

is anchored by eight extraordinary mansions as well as the stately fl agship 

building Liggett Hall, designed by the renowned fi rm of McKim, Mead & 

White, and spanning nearly the whole width of the Island. 

The Longer View 

With its compelling history and a future 

about to be written, Governors Island 

is the exemplary civic development 

opportunity of our day—potentially 

equal to Central Park in urban planning 

signifi cance. In delivering a world-class 

destination to New Yorkers and visitors. 

It provides a wonderful year-round 

harbor experience, with access to, and 

activities in, an environment like no 

other in New York. Governors Island is 

about to become one of the city’s—

the country’s, the world’s—cherished 

attractions. A place of history. A 

neighborhood treasure. A global 

destination. A place to discover. The 

next great place.

 

South Island: A Green Place 

is About to Get Greener

South Island, a non-historic 80-acre 

district, is a virtual blankslate. 

Here, starting now, the imagination 

can create the future Governors Island: 

a beloved destination for all New 

Yorkers and visitors from everywhere, 

a world stage for arts and innovation, 

an active new hub of life in New York 

Harbor, a green haven. Governors 

Island can be a source of ecological 

study and understanding, and 

perhaps a place where ideas around 

sustainability are explored and 

demonstrated. It’s poised for its 

transformation into a  breathtaking, 

waterfront place unlike any other in 

New York.
While all of this is unfurling, today Governors Island is 
already a public place for you to discover. To learn more 
about visiting the Island, hosting an event in one of our 
historic venues, or participating in the redevelopment 
process, please visit our website at www.govisland.com 
or call our information line at 212.440.2202.

                            inutes from Lower Manhattan, 
                             there is a remarkable Island 
                             in New York Harbor that awaits       
                              discovery—and a new future.
As America’s next great urban park. As a place, 
both stimulating and serene, that’s beloved by 
all who visit. As a destination that will generously 
host an international marketplace of leaders 
and innovators in education, commerce, and 
arts—the assets that make this city a global center. 
Come discover the future of Governors Island—
a place minutes away, but a world apart.
Open for Business and Leisure: 

New York’s Next Great Place

Largely off-limits to visitors for the 

past 204 years as a U.S. Army and 

Coast Guard base, Governors Island 

is now embarking on a bold civic 

planning effort. In January 2003, 

Governors Island was transferred to 

New York State and City. It’s now 

owned and operated predominately 

by the Governors Island Preservation 

and Education Corporation (GIPEC), 

with 22-acres owned and operated 

by the National Park Service (NPS). 

This new ownership creates a 

once-in-a-century opportunity to 

reconnect the Island to the vibrancy 

of neighborhoods nearby and to 

engage those at the forefront of 

New York’s prominence in commerce, 

culture, education, entertainment, 

recreation, and community, to help 

envision its future.

 

A Place of Historic Proportion 

Governors Island sits roughly 800 yards 

off the southern tip of Manhattan—a 

fi ve-minute ferry ride—and about half 

that from the Brooklyn waterfront. 

New York City can trace its origins to 

the small Island, abundant in hickory, 

oak, and chestnut trees, which the 

Lenape Indians called Pagganck (Nut 

Island). In 1624, one of New York’s fi rst 

Dutch communities settled on what 

they called Nooten Eylandt (Nutten 

Island). When the British captured 

New Amersterdam—and renamed it 

New York—they took Nutten Island. Its 

stately purpose became the “benefi t 

and accommodation of His Majesty’s 

Governors.” Over the years, the Island 

has accommodated a wealth of activities 

and purposes, from farmland and saw 

mill, to hosting Polo games and a race 

track, to seeing troops off to war. It 

was offi cially named Governors Island in 

1784. Today, three centuries of protected 

buildings still stand on Govenors Island, 

telling important American history from 

the future’s thrilling new vantage point 

toward Manhattan and Brooklyn, the 

Statue of Liberty, and Ellis Island. And 

is open to as many and varied activities 

as the mind can imagine. 



TOP LEFT TO RIGHT 

The fi ve cupolas of Liggett Hall 

hold a commanding presence 

at the southern boundary of the 

historic district.

Centering the intimate 

village green of Nolan Park, 

the stately Admiral’s Quarters 

was historically the home 

of the highest ranking offi cer 

on the Island.

The view across the 

Governors Island Parade 

Grounds and Fort Jay offers 

a spectacular new vantage 

point for varied outdoor 

activities, framing the Lower 

Manhattan skyline. 

 

BOTTOM LEFT TO RIGHT

The unique perspective on 

the Statue of Liberty and lower 

New York Harbor from the 

Governors Island South Island 

esplanade is like noneother 

most locals or visitors have 

seen before. 

Just minutes from all the activity 

of Manhattan’s Financial District, 

Governors Island’s tree-covered 

pathways provide a contemplative, 

serene feel that’s a world apart. 

The archway of 440,000-

square-foot Liggett Hall bridges 

the historic campus-like setting 

of Colonels’ Row with open fi elds 

to the south. 

The 19th-century brick colonial 

revival homes that defi ne 

Colonels’ Row once housed Army 

soldiers and their families.

A unique architectural 

element on the Island’s western 

shore, Castle Williams, an 

early 19th century fort, is today 

part of the Governors Island 

National Monument, and 

offers extraordinary views of 

Lower Manhattan and the Statue 

of Liberty.

Looking south, the densely 

landscaped Nolan Park in the 

foreground stands in contrast 

to the sprawling Parade 

Grounds that surround Fort Jay.

Evening view of the Governors 

Island eastern esplanade, 

overlooking the Brooklyn docks, 

provides a unique vista for the 

South Battery district.
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GIPEC

Admiral’s Quarters, Greek Revival 

mansion (1843)* 

Governors House, Single-family 

Georgian (1813)*

Dutch House, Two-family Utilitarian (1846)

Two-family Italianate Vernacular (1857) 

Two-family Italianate Vernacular (1857) 

Two-family Victorian Vernacular (1878) 

Two-family Victorian Vernacular (1878)

Two-family Victorian Vernacular (1878)

Block House, Four-family Greek 

Revival (1839)*

Two-family Victorian Vernacular (1878)

Single-family Vernacular (1878)

Dormitory, 99 unit Neo-Georgian (1931)

The Chapel of St. Cornelius the Centurion, 

Neo-Gothic (1906)*****

Single-family Victorian Vernacular (1879)

Single-family Victorian Vernacular (1879)

Single-family Victorian Vernacular (1879)

Single-family Victorian Vernacular (1879)

Single-family Victorian Vernacular (1879)

Two-family Victorian Vernacular (1891) 

Two-family Victorian/Colonial Revival (1891) 

Offi ce Utilitarian (1811) 

1.  

2.  

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

25.

Jewish Chapel  (1918)

Offi ce Utilitarian (1850)

Offi ce Utilitarian (1853)

Offi ce Utilitarian (1857)****

Offi ce Neo-Georgian (1945) 

Offi ce Utilitarian (1918) 

Offi ce Romanesque Revival (1879)

Multi-family, 12-unit Neo-Georgian (1934) 

Multi-family, 12-unit Neo-Georgian (1934)

Multi-family, 12-unit Neo-Georgian (1934)  

Pershing Hall, Offi ce Neo-Georgian (1934)

Offi ce/Storage Utilitarian (1843) 

Commanders House, Offi ces/Two-Family 

Greek Revival/Utilitarian (1839/1930s)

Offi ce Romanesque Revival (1875)***

Ferry waiting room, Colonial Detail (1917) 

Fort Jay fortifi cation (1809)*/****

Fort Jay Family Housing Greek Revival 

(1836)*/****

Fort Jay Family Housing Greek Revival 

(1836)*/****

Fort Jay Family Housing Greek Revival 

(1836)*/****

Fort Jay Family Housing Greek Revival 

(1836)*/****

South Battery Fortifi cation/Offi cers 

Club (1812/1840s)

Community Center/Offi ce 

Neo-Georgian (1934)

40.

104.

105.

107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

114.

125.

130.  

135.

140.

148.

201.

202.

206.

210.

214.

298.

301.

Multi-family, 18-unit Neo-Georgian (1940) 

YMCA, Neo-Georgian (1926)

Movie Theater (750 seat), 

Neo-Georgian (1937) 

Offi ce Neo-Georgian (1940)

Liggett Hall, Dormitory/Offi ce, 

Neo-Georgian (1929)

Colonels’ Row,  Single-Family 

Colonial Revival (1906)

Colonels’ Row, Four-Family 

Colonial Revival (1905) 

Colonels’ Row, Two-Family 

Romanesque Revival (1893)

Colonels’ Row, Two-Family 

Romanesque Revival (1893)

Colonels’ Row, Two-Family 

Romanesque Revival (1894)

Colonels’ Row, Two-Family 

Romanesque Revival (1895)

Colonels’ Row, Multi-Family Colonial 

Revival (1910)

Colonels’ Row, Two-Family Modifi ed 

Arts and Crafts (1917)

Castle Williams, Fortifi cation (1811)****

Post Hospital/Barracks/Dormitory 

Neo-Georgian (1935)

Medical/Offi ce, Neo-Georgian (1940)

Multi-Family, 10-unit Neo-Georgian (1940)

315.

324.

330.

333.

400.

403.

404.

405.

406.

407.

408.

409.

410.

501.

515.

550.

555.

*

**

***

****

*****

 KeyBelow is a list of the historic buildings 

within the Governors Island National Historic 

Landmark District


