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AGENDA

Å What is Governors Island?

Å Progress and Strategies for Redevelopment 

Å What Opportunities Does the Island presents for NYC?



Governors Island is a former military 

base in the middle of New York Harbor



It has beautiful landscapes and historic 

buildings 



It is a place full of history 



éand acres of non-historic, abandoned 

buildings, slated for demolition



The places of Governors Island 





Historic District

Å92-acre National 

Historic District

Å52 historic buildings to 

be preserved with 1.5 

million square feet

Å18th century forts pre -

Civil War arsenal 

buildings, Victorian & 

Romanesque Revival, 

early 20th century 

architecture



Governors Island National Monument

Å22-acre National 

Monument owned and 

operated by the 

National Park Service 

(part of the National 

Historic District)

ÅTwo individually 

landmarked buildings: 

ÅCastle Williams 

(1811)

ÅFort Jay (1809)



South Island 

Å80 acres, many 

decrepit 

buildings

ÅViews of Statue 

of Liberty and 

Verrazano-

Narrows Bridge

ÅLocation of 

Picnic Point and 

Future Park and 

Public Spaces

ÅNow partially 

opened to the 

public



History of Governors Island

Å Originally settled by the Dutch, then 

used by the British Royal Governors

Å Home to US Army and Coast Guard 

from 1800-1996

Å Closed off to the public for more than 

200 years

Å Coast Guard base closed in 1996

Å Island given back to the people of New 

York in 2003
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What Are the Challenges to Progress?

Å Deed restrictions and obligations

Å No potable water

Å Only accessible by boat

Å Limited appeal to potential commercial and non profit partners
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Å April: Governor Paterson and 

Mayor Bloomberg announce City 

control of Governors Island 

Å Trust for Governors Island has 

been created to manage and 

redevelop 150 acres of the Island 

(successor organization to the 

Governors Island Preservation 

and Education Corporation) 

Governors Island is Now a Bloomberg 

Administration Priority
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What Should Governors Island Be?
(Conversation in 2006)
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What Would Robert Moses Do?
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What Would Jane Jacobs Do?
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What Have We Done Since 2006?
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1. Expanded public access and early 

signature uses 

2. Public investment in stabilization 

and infrastructure

3. Multi -phase, mixed-use 

development strategy

4. Early creation of new world -class 

park and public spaces

Four Key Strategies Drive Everything 

We Do on Governors Island 


