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Biking Concerts  Festivals Lawn Mini-golf  Pick-up Educational League League

activities sport programs sports (kids) sports
(sunning, (Frishee, (ecology, (grown-ups)
picnics, kite catch, etc.) etc.)
flying, etc.)

Survey: Popularity of potential future activities

» Biking even more popular as a future activity than it is today
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Picture Yourself on Governors Island photo booth
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Imagine Your Day in the New Park Workshop
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Imagine Your Day in the New Park \WWorkshop
 Imagine a day in the new parks on Governors Island; what would

you want to do?

“We saw that there was going to be a Harvest Festival. We came over with

a group of friends and picked up some food at the markets, and walked to the
Island’s edge to take in the great views. We ate some great local food. We
took @ swing dancing lesson. We had such a good time that we missed the
ferry. But then we saw a flier about various twilight arts events and decided
to see the Brooklyn Philharmonic. After the music we stopped o have some
drinks and a light bite. On the way back we bought tickets for future dance
performances.”
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« What we learned: '

When people imagine their first visit to the Island, it is
for an event

The second visit Is more to enjoy the place

Visits tend to be a full day with a variety of activities

The Island.is'a safe haven, kids can run free
The Island is closer than you.realize
Everyone admires thesviews and-the sunsets

Everyone wants ice cream-and food
(cafes, picnics, BBQ)

Everyone enjoys biking and dancing
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 What people said about the South Island park lecation

South Island is very flat
The wind, the elements

The scale of the South Island
Proximity to Manhattan and Brooklyn
The range of views and ability to see the entire harbor

The absence of noise (quiet): A place to leave the City
behind, and how calm it seems

Magical




Running
Weather
Timelines

Street Performance
Flower Show
Skateboarding
People Watching
Learning

Fishing

Reading

Kite Flying
Group Activities
Boat Watching
Art Classes
Markets

Festivals

Sports % of groups selecting a specific card

Families s

Play Area

Artists s
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Activities people want to do in the new Park
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What we’ve learned from visitor experience 2008
 People like to make a place “their own”

 People want to do playful new activities they can’t do in other
places

People want to see the view of the Statue of Liberty

Everyone loved bike surreys and miniature golf

People like that different parts of the Island offer different things
People love discovering public art around the Island

Having free bikes brought a whole new range of people




Design Inspiration

“Make this park a nature sanctuary for all urban souls...”

"New York needs natural spaces that are also human friendly”

"It would be wonderful to walk around the entire perimeter
of the Island”




What we learned from Public Inpuf |

Accentuate nature: see, touch, smell, feel
Care for quiet places

Exploit the car-free experience: biking, walking, jogging, wheeled / accessible

« (Capitalize on environmental phenomena: wind, sun, rain, topography, waves
 Heighten the 360 degree harbor experience: vertical landscapes and promenade
 Feel the water though many different experiences

« An Egalitarian ‘Playground’
» Integrate free wooden bikes, free views, free art
 Invent adventurous park experiences for all ages and abilities




West 8 Team has been focusing on:
Park program and brief

Public outreach process
Studying topographic surveys
Analyzing soil boring
Studying historic photos

Field surveys
Assessing«pre-conditions

Assessing ground water levels

Reviewing engineering reports

Testing sight lines and view corridors
Understanding historic preservation requirements
Researching regulatory and permitting issues
Brainstorming water experiences

Assessing constructability
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» Multiple opportunities to share thoughts, ideas
and feedback




Building on momentum in 2009
o (Goal of attracting 200,000 visitors
e (Open new areas to the public

o (Create more cultural-and recreational programs for the
public to enjoy




Opening additional areas to the publlc

o We will complete demolition to open G acres of new picnic
grounds with Statue of Liberty views
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\More areas for the public to enjoy
e EXxpand our visitor waiting room
e (Open Yankee Pier for historic and educational vessels
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Opening up new areas for biking and walking
o For the first time, the entire promenade will be open for
biking and walking
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A unique connection to Brooklyn
Nearly one quarter of all Island visitors are from Brooklyn
Only 400 yards from the Brooklyn waterfront
Goal of long-term connectivity

Brooklyn Bridge Park and Governors Island share goal of
dock at Pier 6
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A unique connection to Brooklyn

o (Connecting recreational experiences between Brooklyn
Bridge Park and Governors Island

Bike in Brooklyn, enjoy the waters edge, get on a boat
and come to Governors Island
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Ferry connection to Brooklyn

e Pending operations funding, Governors Island will provide
ferry access to Brooklyn in summer 2009

o Free ferry service between Fulton Ferry landing, the
Battery Maritime Building and Governors Island on
Saturdays




Meeting Agenda
1. Progress
2. Park Background
3. Public Input: What We Learned

4. Next Steps

Governors Island

Progress and Park Planning
Report Back December 2008






