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GOVERNORS ISLAND:  

New York Cityõs Meeting Ground 

for Arts, Culture and Creativity  
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AGENDA 

 

Å Overview of Governors Island 
 

Å Lessons Learned from our experience with the arts  
 

ÅMeeting Ground for Culture  





What is Governors Island? 

Å172 acre island in the middle 

of New York Harbor 
 

ÅA former military base used 

from 1800-1996 
 

ÅSits 800 yards from Manhattan 

and 300 yards from Brooklyn 
 

ÅMilitary base closed in 1996 
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Governors Island Facts 
 

 

ÅIn 2003, 150 acres of Governors Island transferred 

to New York  
 

ÅRemaining 22 acres of Island declared a National 

Monument 
 

ÅRedevelopment project with public use  

 

ÅNo residential housing or gambling 
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The Island in 2006 

Å26,000 visitors over entire summer, 8,000 in 2005  
 

ÅNo programming  
 

ÅLimited access 
 

ÅNo  tenants or full -time activity on Island  
 

ÅDerelict infrastructure, acreage and buildings  

 

 

ÅNo vision or plan  for the future  
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Key Questions for Governors Island in 2006 
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Å What is the redevelopment plan?  

Å What role does the Island play in the regionõs cultural, 

economic and recreational life?  

Å What should be done first? 

Å Could the Island play a role in the revitalization of 

NYCõs waterfront? 
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A place with òpotentialó: 

what makes Governors Island unique 
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The journey by boat 



The Harbor and sense of leaving the city behind 



  Public Art Fund, Andrew Moore 

The sense of history 



 Public Art Fund, Andrew Moore 

The familiar, yet unrecognizable, landscape in 

the middle of NYC 



13 A unique sense of public space 
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The sense of being on vacation, 7 minutes away. 



15 The openness to new experiences. 
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What role could an island possibly play in 

the òcultural capital of the worldó? 

 

 

 

 
(Accessible only by boat,  

not on Cityõs mental or actual map,  

 some open space and empty buildings.)  

 



a guy with a guitar 

How We Started 



And we looked elsewhere for inspiration  

 

 

 

 

 

(oréwhat does New York City NOT have in 

arts and culture?)  
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19 The Gorge, Washington State 



20 Istanbul Biennale, Istanbul, Turkey  



21 Burning Man, Nevada 



22 Avignon Theater Festival, Avignon, France 
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òIf you build it they will come.ó 

 

 

encourage 
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Now a hot seasonal destination 

 

ÅFree ferries from Manhattan 

and Brooklyn bring thousands 

to the Island  every weekend  
 

ÅNearly all activities are free  
 

ÅEclectic array of arts, cultural 

and recreational programming  

 

ÅDiverse audiences 

 

ÅMedia attention  
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Dramatic Growth in Arts Programming  

Å 448,000 visitors in 2011 

Mark di Suvero at Governors Island: presented by the 

Storm King Art Center,  

more than one dozen art exhibits and more than 60 

programs in season 

Å 275,000 in 2009 

Creative Timeõs PLOT09, New Island Festival, Water Taxi 

Beach concerts  

Å128,000 visitors in 2008 

Olafur Eliassonõs NYC Waterfall, New York Philharmonic, 

artist designed miniature golf  

Å56,000 visitors in 2007 

World music concerts, Folk concert series, Figment  
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Becoming NYCõs Meeting Ground for Culture: 

What We Have Learned 
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Art can put you on the map  



New York City Waterfalls, Olafur Eliasson / Public Art Fund  30 
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Art changes the experience of a physical place,  

and adds a new chapter of meaning 



32 Dancing in the Streets 
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Anthony McCall, Between You and I, PLOT09 

St. Cornelius Chapel 
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Art brings a new perspective on history, 

imagined or real  

 



Allison Smith, The Muster, Public Art Fund  35 



36 The Archaeological Dig 
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People want to participate in art,  

not just be spectators  



Jazz Age Lawn Party 38 



39 Bruce High Quality Foundation, Isle of the Dead, PLOT09 
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And they want to play  



41 African Film Festival  



42 Figment Mini-golf  
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Creativity is not just for children  



Children's Museum of the Arts 


