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ÅMagnet for visitors

ÅDriver of the Islandõs culture

ÅCatalyst for the Islandõs future 

The Arts on Governors Island

Since 2006
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ñAesthetic democracy is the crux of 

Island cultureé.

éthe culture of democratic play.ò

Arts on Governors Island are 

ñexhilaratingédisorientingéand 

fancifulò

ñA Playground for the Artsò

New York Times 8/12/10
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Art put Governors Island on the map.



New York City Waterfalls, Olafur Eliasson / Public Art Fund 6
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Art has changed the experience of the Island 

and added new chapters of meaning.
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Dancing in the Streets, 2006
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Susan Philipsz, By My Side, PLOT09, 2009
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Art adds to the Islandõs history,

imagined or real.



11
The Archaeological Dig, 2009
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On Governors Island, 

people get to participate in art,

not just be spectators.
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Bruce High Quality Foundation, Isle of the Dead, PLOT09, 

2009
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Visitors want to play.



15New Island Festival, 2009
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Creativity is not just for children.



Children's Museum of the Arts, 2010
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Pioneers of Change, 2009
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People respond to art that is

free and approachable.

(Literally).



Figment, 2007
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Governors Island doesnõt belong to a neighborhood,

so the arts here belong to everyone.
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Figmentõs mini golf, 2010 



23
4-Heads Collective, 2009



Governors Island in 2011:
b¸/Ωǎ .ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ



Front Yard: Storm King Art Center



.ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΥ aŀǊƪ Řƛ {ǳǾŜǊƻΩǎ  ά{ƘŜέ ƻƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ нлмм



.ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΥ ! ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ άaŀƘŀǘƳŀέ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ CƭƛŎƪǊΣ нлмм



Backyard: Picnic Point, 2011



Front Yard: New Museum



Backyard: Installation by Andrei Monastyrski, Governors Island, 2011, 
άhǎǘŀƭƎƛŀέ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aǳǎŜǳƳ



Front Yard:
National Museum of the American Indian



Backyard: Teepee and storytelling on Governors Island, 2010, 
presented by the National Museum of the American Indian



Front Yard: Shakespeare in the Park, Central Park



.ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΥ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊΩǎ IŜƴǊȅ ±Σ CƻǊǘ WŀȅΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ нлмм



Backyards have playhouses.



DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ



No Longer Empty, Colonels Row, Governors Island, 2010



9ƳǇƛǊŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ !Ǌǘǎ CǳƴŘΩǎ ά5ŜǎƛƎƴǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾƛƴƎέΣ bƻƭŀƴ tŀǊƪΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣнлмм



²Ŝǎǘ IŀǊƭŜƳ !Ǌǘǎ CǳƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ά[ƻƻǎŜƭȅ /ƻǳǇƭŜŘέΣ  
Colonels Row, Governors Island, 2011



Backyards have garage workshops.



[ƻǿŜǊ aŀƴƘŀǘǘŀƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ψǎ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ {ǘǳŘƛƻǎΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ нлмл



/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘǎΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ нлмм



Backyards are where people gather to celebrate, create and play.



44

ÅArt

ÅPlay

ÅMusic

ÅDance

ÅGatherings and Food Festivals

Governors Island is 

New York Cityõs backyard for:



RECESS, 2011



Jazz Age Dance Festival, 2011


